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POLLUTION PROBE IS A NON-PROFIT CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION THAT WORKS
in partnership with all sectors of society to protect health by promoting clean air and clean water.
Pollution Probe was established in 1969 following a gathering of 240 students and professors at the
University of Toronto campus to discuss a series of disquieting pesticide-related stories that had
appeared in the media. Early issues tackled by Pollution Probe included urging the Canadian government
to ban DDT for almost all uses, and campaigning for the clean-up of the Don River in Toronto. We
encouraged curbside recycling in 140 Ontario communities and supported the development of the Blue
Box programme. Pollution Probe has published several books, including Profit from Pollution Prevention, The
Green Consumer Guide (of which more than 225,000 copies were sold across Canada) and Additive Alert. 

Since the 1990s, Pollution Probe has focused its programmes on issues related to air pollution,
water pollution, climate change and human health, including a major programme to remove human
sources of mercury from the environment. Pollution Probe’s scope has recently expanded to new
concerns, including the unique risks that environmental contaminants pose to children, the health risks
related to exposures within indoor environments, and the development of innovative tools for promoting
responsible environmental behaviour. 

Since 1993, as part of our ongoing commitment to improving air quality, Pollution Probe has held
an annual Clean Air Campaign during the month of June to raise awareness of the inter-relationships
among vehicle emissions, smog, climate change and human respiratory problems. The Clean Air Campaign
helped the Ontario Ministry of the Environment develop a mandatory vehicle emissions testing programme,
called Drive Clean.

Pollution Probe offers innovative and practical solutions to environmental issues pertaining to air
and water pollution. In defining environmental problems and advocating practical solutions, we draw
upon sound science and technology, mobilize scientists and other experts, and build partnerships with
industry, governments and communities.

Unless otherwise noted, photos throughout The Source Water Protection Primer are taken from the Great Lakes Image Collection,

United States Environmental Protection Agency Great Lakes National Program Office (www.epa.gov/glnpo/image).
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Septic Systems 

Regularly maintaining a properly sized septic 
system, using water moderately, and taking care
about what you dispose, can help keep a septic
system healthy and adequately protect water sources.
Signs of a malfunctioning septic system include
toilets, showers and sinks that take a long time to
drain, occasional sewage odours, and grass over
the system that is unusually green or spongy. If you
notice these signs, contact a licensed contractor. 

Some examples of what should not be flushed or
poured down the drain include medications, diapers,
some feminine hygiene products and other refuse,
grease, and chemicals, such as paints, solvents,
thinners and other household compounds not
intended for down-the-drain use. If a product
does not break down naturally, do not flush it into
your septic tank. If you question whether the septic
system can handle it, do not put it in the toilet 
or down the drain either, but dispose of it 
appropriately. 

Septic tanks accumulate solid material that must
be pumped out. Have a licensed contractor inspect
your septic system every two years, pumping out
the solids when required. Properly size your septic
system. If you install additional water uses, such
as toilets or showers, the septic system may need
to be upgraded.

Other tips:

• Keep a good cover of grass over the tile bed to 
take up excess nutrients and water.

• Divert storm and drainage water away from the 
septic system.

• Do not allow cars, trucks or any other equipment
around the tile bed as the wheels may crush it 
and ruts may alter the drainage patterns.

Septic system owners are required by law to locate
their septic systems a specific distance away (called
a setback distance) from water sources. For example,
in New Brunswick, septic tanks must be installed
a minimum of 1.5 metres away from any building,
15 metres away from a drilled drinking water well,
30 metres away from a dug well, 90 metres away
from a lake or stream used for drinking water, and
30 metres away from a recreational lake or stream.
It is imperative that you contact your provincial
agency to determine the regulated septic system
requirements. Inform yourself before you dig. 

Refer to Septic Systems in Chapter Seven for more
information.
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At the Cottage 
Waterfront cottage residences have an impact on
lakes and rivers, and development along many
waterfronts continues to be heavy. Waterfront
property owners have a special responsibility to
care of lakes and rivers, which are current or
potential drinking water sources. Protecting water
quality will also help protect fish habitat. 

To lessen the impact on a lake or river, follow the
suggestions made above in the “At Home” section.
You can also do the following:

• Maintain a natural shoreline. A buffer zone 
covered thickly with native vegetation between 
your cottage and the water will substantially 
reduce the amount of pollution that enters 
the lake. It is also aesthetically pleasing and has 
low maintenance. The wider the buffer zone 
the better.

• Confine your water access or beach to ten 
per cent of total frontage. 

• Avoid bringing sand from an outside source to 
create an artificial beach. This can spoil fish 
habitat, damage water quality, and introduce 
unwanted species to the lake. Use low-impact 
docks or offshore swimming platforms instead. 

• Give your dishwasher a break. Use only 
low-phosphate, lake-friendly soaps. 

• Do not wash yourself or your boat in the lake.

• Work with your cottage association, local land 
trust and municipality to protect sensitive areas, 
educate property owners and develop a lake 
plan to guide responsible development.

Boats
• Use non-toxic cleaning products to wash your 

boat, and clean it away from the river or lake. 
Pick up loose paint chips and other chemical 
substances.

• Carefully fuel your boat engine, using proper
containers and equipment.

• Keep your boat well tuned.
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• Properly maintain your boat and use a 
four-stroke engine. Better yet, minimize use 
by paddling or rowing.

• Attempt to achieve zero discharge of all sewage 
from your boat into the water — purchase a 
marine sanitation device.

• Encourage marinas to implement pollution 
prevention strategies.

For further information on all aspects of cottaging,
including water quality maintenance and 
monitoring, contact The Federation of Ontario
Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) at www.foca.on.ca. 

On the Farm 
Farmers that run small farms or large agricultural
industries can implement Best Management
Practices to ensure profitable production while
protecting water sources. Best Management
Practices are industrial and good housekeeping
techniques and practices that are determined to
be the most effective and practical means of 
preventing or reducing non-point source pollution. 
Learn about agricultural Best Management Practices
and put them to work on your farm. Below are a
few examples: 

• Maintain a wide, native vegetative cover along 
streams, ditches and runoff channels to prevent 
erosion and filter nutrients and sediment. 

• Manage livestock grazing, as overgrazing exposes
soil and increases erosion. Keep livestock out of 
sensitive areas.

• Discourage or prevent livestock from entering 
watercourses and provide livestock with an 
alternative water supply.

• Implement a Nutrient Management Plan, which
manages the use of commercial fertilizers and 
manure to maintain high yields with minimal 
environmental and societal impacts. This may 
include, for example, determining crop needs 
before applying chemical fertilizers or manure 
to ensure that all nutrients are used and do not 
run off when rain falls. 
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• Manage confined animal facilities and manure 
storage sites. Implement appropriate waste 
management systems to prevent runoff from 
major sources of animal wastes.

• Implement Integrated Pest Management 
techniques, which help limit pesticide use, and 
manage necessary applications to minimize 
pesticide movement from the field. 

• Keep pesticides away from surface water and
wells, and store pesticides in a dry, properly 
ventilated and secure area. 

• Properly install and operate fuel storage tanks to
prevent spills.

• Become involved in watershed source protection
plans in your community. 

Farmers are also encouraged to participate in 
programs established by government agencies and
other organizations, which are designed to help
farm owners protect water sources and address
other environmental goals. The programs help
identify practical solutions to address environmental
and land stewardship issues. A few of these 
programs are described below.

Environmental Farm Plans

Across Canada, farming communities have taken
the lead in developing Environmental Farm Plans
that serve as guides for farmers, encouraging and
enabling them to incorporate sound environmental
practices into their operations. 

Environmental Farm Plans are documents voluntarily
prepared by farm families to increase awareness of
the environment on their farms. Farmers assess
the current level of environmental concern related
to different aspects of their operation, including
water wells, soil and site evaluation, manure use
and management, milking centre and wash water,
and field crop management. Using this information,
the farmers identify the environmental strengths
and weaknesses on their farms. They develop
action plans, with realistic goals and timetables, to
improve environmental conditions. Farmers then
submit their plans for peer review. Some provinces,
such as Ontario, have fully operational
Environmental Farm Plan Programs. Currently,
one-third of the farmers in Ontario participate in
the program, and it has been adopted in other
parts of Canada and internationally. 

For more information on Environmental Farm
Plans, see www.gov.on.ca/OMAFRA/
english/environment/efp/efp.htm.
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Rural Water Development Program

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada has developed
the Rural Water Development Program (RWDP)
to promote and support sustainable development
and protection of water resources in the Prairies.
The program provides technical and financial
assistance to rural residents, such as producers,
agricultural and conservation groups, agri-businesses
and others who address water development or
protection issues. Water protection issues include
activities that protect or improve the quality or
quantity of surface and groundwater resources. 

For more information on the Rural Water
Development Program, see
www.agr.gc.ca/pfra/water/intro_e/htm.

The Eastern Canada Soil and Water
Conservation Centre

The Eastern Canada Soil and Water Conservation
Centre, based in New Brunswick, works in 
cooperation with private and public stakeholders
to promote sustainable resource management in
agriculture. One of its objectives is to promote
production systems and technologies that protect
water quality. It also focuses on promoting Best
Management Practices that can be adopted by
agricultural producers to preserve soil and water,

and that can serve as a reference tool for producers
who are preparing and implementing
Environmental Farm Plans. 

For more information on the Eastern Canada 
Soil and Water Conservation Centre, see
www.ccse-swcc.nb.ca.

At Work 
As already stated, the most effective way to protect
sources of water is to anticipate and prevent 
pollution from entering the environment in the
first place. This makes sense for industry and 
business for two reasons: First, the volume and
toxicity of chemicals used in many industrial and
some commercial processes have the potential to 
contaminate large amounts of surface and 
groundwater for many years. Second, many 
businesses in Canada have already experienced
substantial financial savings by changing their
processes to reduce the quantity of potentially
polluting chemicals used, created or disposed of
as waste. 

Today, federal and provincial governments 
promote regulatory and voluntary pollution 
prevention programs. These programs invite
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Canadian businesses of all sizes, from multinational automobile 
companies to family-run stores, to re-think their operations to reduce
the volume and toxicity of pollutants they produce by modifying
processes, reformulating products and developing new technologies. 

For example, one company, Maratek Environmental Technologies Inc.,
a North American supplier of recycling technologies and services for
the graphic arts, printing, photofinishing and diagnostic imaging
industries, has developed a technology that deals with the problem of
waste, water, and solvent and chemical streams in the printing industry.
The company developed a range of waste recycling and discharge
systems that almost eliminate any negative effect that printing plants
might have on the environment. 

The Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention (C2P2), a non-profit,
non-government organization supported by its members and sponsors,
helps companies and organizations determine their pollution 
prevention information needs and services. C2P2 shares knowledge
with others so that they can include pollution prevention strategies in
their decision making everyday. It also helps individual Canadians by
providing links to sources of information needed to choose businesses
and services that practice pollution prevention. 

In some cases, financial support is provided to companies that carry
out pollution prevention programs. In Toronto, the Ontario Centre for
Environmental Technology Advancement (OCETA) is a not-for-profit
agency that runs a program offering financial support to small- and
medium-sized companies that put pollution prevention programs in
place. The agency’s Toronto Region Sustainability Program offers
manufacturing companies with fewer than 500 employees a pollution
prevention assessment. These assessments identify pollutants and wastes
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TEXT BOX 20

A Greener Dry Cleaner

The Canadian Centre for Pollution
Prevention website provides links to
businesses that practice pollution 
prevention. Visit their site and click on
“Affiliated Websites.” This will take you
to a list of organizations, including
green dry cleaners. Green dry cleaners
collect and reuse wire hangers, recycle
plastic bags, work to phase out the use
of toxic perchloroethylene in their
processes, and offer customers 
environmentally preferable cleaning
processes. From here, with just a click
of a button, you can find a green dry
cleaner that is close to where you live. 

For more information on green 
businesses, see www.c2p2online.com.



in manufacturing processes and recommend 
technologies, processes and improvements to
reduce the amount of contaminants used or 
generated. For more information on OCETA, 
see www.oceta.on.ca.

In Halifax, Nova Scotia, the Eco-Efficiency Centre
is a non-profit centre supported by a team of 
public and private partners who share a commitment
to improve the ecological effectiveness and economic
efficiency of businesses in the region. The mandate
of the centre is to move the environmental agenda
forward by demonstrating that sound environmental
choices can help businesses reduce costs and/or
generate new revenues. The goals of the 
Eco-Efficiency Centre include directing new
attention to areas of energy and water 
conservation and focusing renewed attention on
pollution prevention and source reduction issues.
For more information on the Eco-Efficiency
Centre, see www.mgmt.dal.ca/sres/eco-burnside.

In the Community
By working together, citizens, industry, 
municipalities, and provincial and federal 
governments can implement source protection
plans. To learn about and help create and 
implement watershed management practices 
and related source protection plans, contact your
local government, as well as community-based 
organizations and environmental agencies in your
area. These groups often have information about
ways citizens can become involved in the 
following types of source protection planning:

• Volunteer Monitoring — Local groups organize
volunteers of all skill levels to gather water quality
data. This information can help government
agencies understand the nature and magnitude
of non-point source pollution. 

• Ecological Restoration — Ecological restoration
provides opportunities for the public to help
with a wide variety of projects, such as tree
planting and bank stabilization, in both urban
and rural areas. Restoration efforts focus on
degraded waters or habitats that have significant
economic or ecological values.

• Educational Activities — Teachers can integrate
the importance of source protection curricula
into classroom activities. Talk to neighbours and
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others in your community about the importance
of source protection.

• Public Meetings and Hearings — Decisions
made during public hearings on storm water 
permitting and town planning can determine a
community’s capability to manage water pollution
over the long term. Laws or regulations may
require federal, provincial or municipal 
governments to hold public hearings when 
permits are issued or when town plans are
formed. Notices about hearings often appear 
in newspapers or in government office buildings.
Participate in public meetings and hearings and
support initiatives that enhance source protection.

• Participate in Local Politics — Help shape
political decisions concerning land use that
affects water quality by talking to local politicians
and keeping them informed about the ecological
and economic importance of clean water.
Contact elected officials to find out what has
been done to ensure that local waterways are
adequately protected. Keep informed about 
legislative action that is being taken at provincial
and federal levels.

• Community Organizations — Many 
communities have formed groups to protect
local natural resources. These community-based
groups provide citizens with information about 
upcoming environmental events in their 
watersheds, such as ecological restoration, 
volunteer monitoring and public meetings.
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If you are interested in learning more about protecting water sources in

your area or would like to know who to contact if you are concerned about

potential contamination, help is available. 
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General
CELA — The Canadian Environment Law
Association (CELA) provides many reports and
references to source water protection on their
website at www.cela.ca.

Pollution Probe — To keep up-to-date on 
Pollution Probe’s water program, visit
www.pollutionprobe.org. 

Contaminants
Hazardous Waste Disposal — You may be able
to take hazardous waste products to a permanent
household toxic waste depot set up by your
provincial or municipal government, or to a 
temporary collection facility on a Special Waste
Collection Day. For information on hazardous
waste disposal facilities in your area, contact your
local municipal or provincial governments.

Road Salts — For information on road salts,
including which provincial or territorial government
departments are responsible for the use of road
salts in your province or territory, contact
Environment Canada at 1-800-O-CANADA, or
visit their website at www.ec.gc.ca/nopp/roadsalt.

Pollutants in Your Area — The Canadian
Environmental Protection Act requires emitters to
report on the types and amounts of contaminants
that they release into air, water or landfill sites.
For information about the types of pollution that
are released in your area, visit the National
Pollutant Release Inventory Program website at
www.ec.gc.ca/pdb/npri. You can also visit the
PollutionWatch website at www.pollutionwatch.org,
which allows you to access the same data simply
by entering your postal code.

Environmental Emergencies — Many provincial
and territorial governments have numbers to call
for environmental emergencies. Contact the
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provincial environment ministry directly. In
Ontario, for example, the Spills Action Centre has
a 24-hour toll free number for reporting spills: 
1-800-268-6060. The Ontario Ministry of the
Environment also offers a Pollution Hotline 
(1-866-663-8477) for reporting acts of pollution.

The federal government’s National Environmental
Emergency Centre, in partnership with Regional
Environmental Emergencies Coordinators, provides
technical and scientific advice for national incidents
involving spills of hazardous substances that may
affect human health and the environment. To
report a spill, call the centre collect, 24-hours a
day, at 819-997-3742, or visit their website at
www.ec.gc.ca/ee-ue. 

Water Quality

Wells

Well Aware — Well Aware at www.wellaware.ca
provides well owners with information on ways to
protect wells and groundwater sources. One 
particularly useful reference you’ll find here is a
booklet entitled A Guide to Caring for Your Well
and Protecting Your Family’s Health. This website is
offered by the Green Communities Association 
in partnership with the Ontario Ground Water
Association.

Ontario Federation of Agriculture — 
For Ontario private well owners, the Ontario
Federation of Agriculture (OFA) administers two
programs: 

• the first helps owners upgrade wells, and helps 
defray the cost of installing proper well caps, 
repairing well casings, and retrofitting well and 
well pits to extend the casings above the ground.

• the second program assists with 
decommissioning wells. 

The programs are administered on behalf of the
Healthy Futures for Ontario Agriculture Program,
operated by the Province of Ontario. 

A third program offered by OFA is the Rural
Water Quality Testing Program, which provides
five water-testing kits for bacteria, pesticides, 
metals and minerals, oils and diesel, and gasoline
and solvents. 

For more information call toll-free 
1-800-668-3276 or visit www.ofa.on.ca. 

Canadian Ground Water Association —
The Canadian Ground Water Association also has
information about wells and septic systems. See
their website at www.cgwa.org. 

75THE SOURCE WATER PROTECTION PRIMER



Federal and Provincial Governments —
Information and publications on wells and septic
systems can be found on federal and provincial
government agency websites. For example, you
can obtain the following publications:

• A Guide to Well Water Treatment and Maintenance
Available from Health Canada at 
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hecs-sesc/water/factsheets/ 
treatment_guide.htm 

• Before You Construct a Water Well: Facts a
Homeowner Should Know
Available from the Government of Nova Scotia
at www.gov.ns.ca/enla/pubs/#env

• Before you Construct an On-site Sewage System:
Facts a Homeowner Should Know 
Available from the Government of Nova Scotia 
at www.gov.ns.ca/enla/pubs/#env

Become informed and make sure that you adhere
to the regulations on wells and septic systems in
your province.

Water Quality Testing — Contact your local
Public Health Unit (or equivalent) to find out
about contaminants that are typically found in
wells in your area. Some provinces offer free
water quality testing services. 

Beach Water Quality — Environmental Defence
Canada is the national operator of the “Blue Flag

Program.” A blue flag is raised at beaches that
comply with 27 standards related to water quality,
environmental education, information and 
management. When the standards have been met,
the beach is considered clean and the water safe
for swimming. The program was established in
Europe and was initiated in Canada in 2003. For
more information, see www.torontobeach.ca. 

Septic Systems — The Federation of Ontario
Cottagers’ Association has information about 
septic systems, including what to do and who to
call when a system is not functioning properly.
For more information, visit www.foca.on.ca. 
Check for provincial publications:

• A Guide to Operating and Maintaining Your 
Septic System from Ontario Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing: 
www.obc.mah.gov.on.ca/userfiles/page_
attachments/library/4/10431_2790940_ 
new_sept.pdf

• All About Your Septic System from New
Brunswick Environment Industry Association:
www.nbeia.nb.ca/project.htm

If you need a Septic System Inspector, check the
Yellow Pages of your telephone directory, ask
your local Public Health Unit, or check with your
provincial environmental government agency. 
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The Walkerton Inquiry — The Walkerton
Inquiry website is a useful information resource
for references and information on water source
protection. See www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/
english/about/pubs/walkerton.

Land Issues
Land-use Planning — Contact your local
municipality to learn about land-use planning and
development in your community and to find out
what your municipality is doing to protect source
water. 

Agriculture and Water — For more information
about water and agriculture, visit the National
Agricultural Library, Water Quality Information
Center website produced by the Agricultural
Research Service, US Department of Agriculture,
at www.nal.usda.gov/wqic.

Legal Information
If you require legal information about environmental
concerns, there are several organizations you can
contact:

Canadian Environmental Law Association —
CELA is a non-profit public interest organization
that uses existing laws to protect the environment
and advocates for environmental law reforms.
This Toronto-based organization also has a free
legal advisory clinic. For more information, call
416-960-2284, or visit their website at
www.cela.ca.
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Environmental Defence Canada —
Environmental Defence Canada is a national 
charitable organization committed to providing
Canadians with the tools and knowledge they 
need to protect the environment. For more 
information, call 416-323-9521, e-mail 
info@environmentaldefence.ca, or visit 
www.environmentaldefence.ca.

Environmental Law Centre, Alberta — This
national charitable organization is dedicated to
ensuring that laws and policies provide the public
with an effective role in environmental regulatory
and law-making processes. For more information
call 780-424-5099, e-mail elc@elc.ab.ca, or visit
www.elc.ab.ca. 

Sierra Legal Defence Fund — Sierra Legal
Defence Fund is a non-profit charitable organization
that provides free legal services to concerned citizens
and environmental groups. In Vancouver, call 
604-685-5618, or e-mail sldf@sierralegal.org. 
In Toronto, call 416-368-7533, or e-mail
sldfon@sierralegal.org. Their website is 
www.sierralegal.org.

The Environmental Bureau of Investigation —
A donor-based project of the Energy Probe
Research Foundation, this organization is dedicated
to protecting public resources through the 

application and enforcement of environmental 
laws. For more information call 416-964-9223, 
e-mail EBI@nextcity.com, or visit www.e-b-i.net. 

West Coast Environmental Law Association —
This Vancouver-based association supports the
public’s right to participate in the formation of
environmental policy and law. The association
also provides free legal advice, advocacy, research
and law reform services. For more information,
call 604-684-7378, or toll free in British Columbia
at 1-800-330-WCEL; e-mail admin@wcel.org.
Their website is www.wcel.org. 

Government
Visit your federal, provincial and municipal 
government websites to learn what they are doing
regarding source water protection. Encourage
governments to take action on source protection
issues.

Federal

The Oceans Act and the Fisheries Act
www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/communic/policy/
dnload_e.htm
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Canadian Environmental Protection Act and
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act
www.ec.gc.ca/EnviroRegs/ENG

Provincial

For more information on recent strategies and
policy instruments related to source protection in
your province, visit the following websites (adapted
from Environment Canada. 2003. Water and
Canada: Preserving a Legacy for People and the
Environment): 

British Columbia Action Plan for 
Safe Drinking Water
www.healthservices.gov.bc.ca/protect/water.html

Alberta Water for Life, Alberta’s Strategy for
Sustainability (draft version) 
www.waterforlife.gov.ab.ca

Saskatchewan Water Management Framework
www.se.gov.sk.ca/ecosystem/water/framework

Manitoba Water Strategy
www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/watres/water_
strategy_index.html

Ontario Water
www.ene.gov.on.ca/water.htm

Québec Water Policy
www.menv.gouv.qc.ca/eau/politique/index-en.htm

New Brunswick Watershed Protection Program
www.gnb.ca/0009/0371/0004

Nova Scotia Drinking Water Strategy
www.gov.ns.ca/enla/water 

Prince Edward Island Drinking Water
Strategy 
www.gov.pe.ca/infopei/
onelisting.php3?number=50234

Newfoundland and Labrador Multi-barrier
Strategic Action Plan
http://sourcetotap.ccme.ca/eng/map_
eng.php?view_id=1&jurisdiction_id=6

Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut,
Framework for the Management of Drinking
Water Quality — Source water management is
shared with Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
and other co-management agencies.
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Useful Websites 

Federal Agencies

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada —
www.agr.gc.ca/index_e.phtml

Canadian Council of Ministers of the
Environment — www.ccme.ca

Environment Canada, National Water Issues
Branch — www.ec.gc.ca/water_e.html

Fisheries and Oceans Canada — 
www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/canwaters-eauxcan

Health Canada — www.hc-sc.gc.ca/waterquality

National Water Research Institute —
www.nwri.ca

Natural Resources Canada — 
www.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/inter/index.html

United States Environmental Protection
Agency (US EPA) —
www.epa.gov/safewater/protect.html

Provincial/Territorial Agencies

British Columbia Ministry of Water, Land
and Air Protection — www.gov.bc.ca/wlap
British Columbia Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries — www.gov.bc.ca/agf

Alberta Environment —
www3.gov.ab.ca/env/water/index.cfm
Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development —
www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/app21/rtw/index.jsp

Saskatchewan Environment Ministry —
www.se.gov.sk.ca
North Battleford Water Inquiry — 
www.northbattlefordwaterinquiry.ca

Manitoba Conservation, Programs Division,
Water Branch —
www.gov.mb.ca/natres/watres/index.html
Manitoba Agriculture and Food —
www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/index.shtml

Ontario Ministry of the Environment —
www.ene.gov.on.ca
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food —
www.gov.on.ca/OMAFRA
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources —
www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR
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Walkerton Inquiry —
www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/english/about/
pubs/walkerton

Québec Ministry of the Environment —
www.menv.gouv.qc.ca/ministere/inter_en.htm
Québec Ministère de l'Agriculture, des
Pêcheries et de l'Alimentation —
www.agr.gouv.qc.ca

New Brunswick Department of Environment
and Local Government —
www.gnb.ca/0009/0003-e.asp
New Brunswick Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Aquaculture —
www.gnb.ca/0173/01730003-e.asp

Nova Scotia, Environment and Labour —
www.gov.ns.ca/enla/water/index.htm
Nova Scotia Agriculture and Fisheries —
www.gov.ns.ca/nsaf/department

Prince Edward Island Environment and
Energy — www.gov.pe.ca/enveng/index.php3
Prince Edward Island Agriculture, Fisheries,
Aquaculture and Forestry —
www.gov.pe.ca/af/index.php3

Newfoundland and Labrador Department of
Environment, Water Resources Division —
www.gov.nf.ca/env/env/water_resources.asp
Newfoundland and Labrador Department of
Fisheries and Aquaculture —
www.gov.nf.ca/fishaq

Northwest Territories Land and
Environment —
www.gov.nt.ca/agendas/land/index.html

Nunavut Department of Sustainable
Development — www.gov.nu.ca/sd.htm

Yukon Environment — 
www.environmentyukon.gov.yk.ca/main/
index.shtml

Non-governmental Organizations

Canada Centre for Pollution Prevention —
http://c2p2online.com

Canadian Ground Water Association —
www.cgwa.org

Canadian Water and Wastewater Association —
www.cwwa.ca
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Conservation Ontario —
www.conservation-ontario.on.ca

Federation of Ontario Cottagers Association —
www.foca.on.ca

Ontario Farm Environmental Coalition,
Environmental Farm Plans —
www.gov.on.ca/OMAFRA/english/
environment/efp/efp.htm

Ontario Federation of Agriculture —
www.ofa.on.ca

Watershed Science Centre — www.trentu.ca/wsc
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POLLUTION PROBE IS A NON-PROFIT CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION THAT WORKS
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water pollution, climate change and human health, including a major programme to remove human
sources of mercury from the environment. Pollution Probe’s scope has recently expanded to new
concerns, including the unique risks that environmental contaminants pose to children, the health risks
related to exposures within indoor environments, and the development of innovative tools for promoting
responsible environmental behaviour. 

Since 1993, as part of our ongoing commitment to improving air quality, Pollution Probe has held
an annual Clean Air Campaign during the month of June to raise awareness of the inter-relationships
among vehicle emissions, smog, climate change and human respiratory problems. The Clean Air Campaign
helped the Ontario Ministry of the Environment develop a mandatory vehicle emissions testing programme,
called Drive Clean.

Pollution Probe offers innovative and practical solutions to environmental issues pertaining to air
and water pollution. In defining environmental problems and advocating practical solutions, we draw
upon sound science and technology, mobilize scientists and other experts, and build partnerships with
industry, governments and communities.
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