Significant Threats

to Drinking Water ... .

this mean?

Your municipality relies on either groundwater wells or surface water to supply drinking water to you and/or your
neighbours. To protect the health of the people in your community, it is important to protect this water from
becoming polluted.

Drinking water protection starts with protecting the land and water nearest to the well or surface water intake.
Pollutants spilled, dumped or leaked in these areas can make their way into the municipal system threatening the
quality of drinking water. Technical studies are being done to learn what areas and what activities on the land or
water may pose a potential threat to the quality of the water.

drinking water threats?

Drinking water threats are activities (or conditions from past activities) that have the
potential to pose a risk to the quality of water that is or may be used as a source of
drinking water.

Through the source protection process outlined in the Clean Water Act, activities that
pose risks to drinking water undergo a technical assessment and are ranked based on
their level of threat. Drinking water threats are classified as significant, moderate or low
based on a ‘Water Quality Risk Assessment’. Through the assessment, how vulnerable
the source of drinking water is to contamination and the level of risk posed by the activity
is determined.

The Province has identified a list of activities that can be considered drinking water quality threats:

* waste disposal sites - establishment, operation, * snow - storage
maintenance * fuel - handling, storage
* sewage systems (including septic) - * dense non-aqueous phase liquid (DNAPL) -
establishment, operation, maintenance handling, storage
* agricultural & non-agricultural source material * organic solvents - handling, storage
- application, storage, management/handling * chemicals used in the de-icing of aircraft -
* commercial fertilizer/pesticides - application, management of runoff
storage, handling * livestock grazing, pasturing, outdoor
* road salt - application, storage, handling confinement areas, farm-animal yards - use of
land

* liquid hydrocarbon pipelines
Threats

There are many potential threats to drinking water in our urban and rural areas. The level of risk they pose
depends on the nature of the threat and its location. Under the Clean Water Act, activities that pose the greatest
risk to drinking water must be minimized or eliminated. These activities are called significant threats.
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