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Municipal Responsibilities

• Source Protection Plan 
Policy Implementation

• Compliance with 
regulations and 
legislation

• Risk Management

• Education and Outreach

• Reporting

• Municipal Working 
Groups

• SPC Membership

2



Policy Implementation

• Municipalities are 

responsible for 

implementing a 

number of policies 

in the Trent and 

Ganaraska Source 

Protection Plans

• Appendix 4 

provides a list of 

policies by 

implementer
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• New requirements for 
Municipal Drinking Water 
System Owners came into 
effect on July 1, 2018  
under the Safe Drinking 
Water Act (O. Reg. 
205/18) and the Clean 
Water Act (O. Reg. 
287/07)

• These regulations are 
related to new wells or 
changes to existing wells

New Requirements for Municipal Drinking Water 

System Owners
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• Require that municipalities 
work with Source Protection 
Authorities to ensure new 
and changing municipal 
residential drinking water 
systems are included in 
Source Protection Plans.

• Intended to ensure that 
municipal residential drinking 
water sources are protected  
by updating Source 
Protection Plans before 
drinking water can be 
provided to the public.

New Requirements for Municipal Drinking Water 

System Owners
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• As the owner, municipalities 
are responsible under the 
new regulation to ensure 
that vulnerable areas are 
identified to ensure that your 
drinking water systems 
continue to be protected 
under the Clean Water Act. 

• Updates to vulnerable area 
mapping, vulnerability 
scores and source 
protection plan policies

What does this mean for municipalities?
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The Regulation Applies to New Drinking Water 

Systems or Changes to Existing

New Wells or Intakes

If a new municipal residential 
drinking water system is being 
located within a source 
protection area;

Changes to Wells or Intakes

If changes are being made to 
an existing municipal residential 
drinking water system that will 
result in:

• Establishment of a new well

• Deepening of a well

• Increasing capacity of an 
existing well

• Establishment of new surface 
water intake

• Moving an existing intake
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• New regulation under  Safe 
Drinking Water Act (O. Reg
205/18)

• Works with a regulation 
under the Clean Water Act 
to identify when and how 
system owners must 
ensure that new or 
changing drinking water 
systems are protected by 
their local source 
protection plan. 

O. Reg. 205/18
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What are the changes?

• Source Protection 

Plan must be updated 

to reflect new drinking 

water systems or 

changes to existing 

drinking water 

systems before 

drinking water can 

be provided to the 

public 
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• As a result of new or 
changes to existing 
drinking water systems, 
you may be required to:

• Identify new vulnerable 
areas  (intake protection 
zones, wellhead 
protection areas)

• Update existing 
vulnerable areas

• Confirm vulnerability 
scores in these areas

What does this mean for municipalities?
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Are there Exemptions?

• An exemption may be 
granted by the MECP for 
the following emergency 
situations:

• DWWP application being 
made to address an 
immediate drinking water 
health hazard; or

• A Declaration Order has 
been issued under the 
Environmental 
Assessment Act
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• Submit letter of intent 

to SPA and provide 

technical work for 

review (vulnerable 

area delineation, 

groundwater models 

etc.)

• SPA will complete 

review for 

completeness 

What is the process for compliance?
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• Once SPA is satisfied 

that the required info 

has been provided, 

and the proposed 

amendments to the 

SPP have been 

identified, a notice 

can be issued to the 

municipality as per 

Section 48 CWA.
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What is the process for compliance?



• Municipality submits 
copy of notice to MECP 
with their Drinking Water 
Works Permit Application 
(DWWP)

• DWWP will include a 
condition that the SPP 
be updated as per the 
notice prior to drinking 
water being provided to 
the public. 
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What is the process for compliance?



• Amendment process as 

per Section 34 or 36 of 

the CWA

• Requires endorsement 

by municipal councils, 

SPA, SPC

• Involves consultation and 

notification with affected 

landowners, ministries 

and stakeholders

• Proposed Amendment is 

provided to MECP for 

review and approval

• Drinking water cannot be 

provided to the public 

until the source 

protection plan is 

updated, unless an 

emergency exemption is 

authorized by MECP
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How is a Source Protection Plan Updated?



• Early discussions 

ensure process goes 

smoothly and efficiently

• Process takes time 

which must be included 

in project planning

• Costs for technical 

studies, modelling etc. 

need to be included in 

project planning
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Why engage SPA early in the process?



RMO and the Municipal Process

• Addresses the gap in drinking water source protection under 

existing regulatory regimes.

• When Municipalities receive applications under both the 

Planning and Building Code Acts, they must be screened for 

their location within a vulnerable area.  One of the following 

three circumstances occur if the location is within a vulnerable 

area:

• Section 57 – Prohibition

• An outright ban on future instances of particular activities

• Planning approval authorities advised not to approve applications 

which may result in the establishment of those activities

• Landowners must obtain a notice from the Risk Management Official 

(RMO) before submitting a development application

• Enforced by the RMO
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RMO and the Municipal Process

• Section 58 – Risk Management Plans

• Required for existing or future activities that would be threats

• Person carrying out affected activities identifies and implements 

protective measures to ensure activity does not endanger municipal 

water supply

• Negotiated with the RMO

• Section 59 – Restricted Land Uses

• Identifies where section 57 or section 58 policies are required for 

future significant drinking water threats

• Proponents must obtain a Notice to Proceed from the RMO for their 

application to be considered complete

• All vulnerable areas where threats are significant are restricted
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Example Policy Map



RMO and Municipal Process
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Vulnerable 

Area? No Follow established procedures

RMO review

Yes

PROHIBITION

RMO issues Letter
No Prohibition or RMP

RMO issues Notice

RMP Required

RMO issues Notice with 

RMP

Approvals 
not to 

contravene 
RMP
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Annual Reporting

All implementing bodies are required to provide Annual 
Reports to their local Source Protection Authority by February 
1 each year outlining:

• Measures taken to implement source protection plan

• Steps taken to address gaps in information used for assessment 
report, details on activities undertaken in the previous year to 
satisfy the policies within the source protection plan, etc. 

• Extent to which objectives of source protection plan achieved

• List and reasons for policies that do not meet timelines included 
in source protection plan 

• Other information specified in regulation or that the implementer 
considers advisable

The Act requires Annual Progress Reports be prepared by Source 
Protection Authority (O. Reg. 287/07 s.52), containing information obtained 
from the Annual Reports submitted by all of the implementing bodies.
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Thank 
you!

Questions?
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